Sermon: Terrorism, Secularisation and Logos Theology g™ July 2007

Following the latest terrorist attacks, I’d like to examine the nature and the origin of
the problems we are presently enduring. Because we are creatures with minds as well
as bodies, we can discover the intellectual and spiritual causes of events. Whatever
human beings do is not fully explained by materialism, by materialistic causes. There
are governing ideas and assumptions behind the whole way we deal with one another.
Now let me identify two main aspects of the crisis we now inhabit: Islamic terrorism
and secularisation. These two things are governed by ideas and assumptions:
particularly ideas and assumptions about God and rationality.

One of the great strengths of Islam is its exalted vision of God. Allah Akbar!: God is
great! For the devout Muslim, God is not a mere metaphor for social welfare. God is
real and very, very great. In fact God is so great that we can hardly say anything more
about him than Allah Akbar! So for faithful Muslims, it is simply a matter of
obedience. God commands and they obey. But there are serious problems with this
teaching about God. Let me quote the revered medieval Muslim scholar Ibn Hazm
who declared:

God is not bound even by his own word, and nothing would oblige him to reveal the
truth to us. Were it God’s will, we would even have to practise idolatry.

This leads to profound difficulties — I would even say fatal — difficulties. It creates a
radical separation between God and humanity, for it puts God above reason.
According to Ibn Hazm and all devout Muslims, God can literally do as he likes. God
could, if he so decided, lie to us, trick us, break out in a violent rage and destroy the
lot of us. And even as he was thus lying to us and destroying us, we would be obliged
to call out God is great! 1t is easy to see how this belief about God could and does
lead to the belief that a// methods of establishing the absolute rule of Allah on earth
are permitted, even so far as killing infidels and even — as we have seen — of killing
fellow Muslims.

The radical distinction between Islam and Christianity is that Christians believe right
at the centre of faith that God is reasonable. The key text is the opening of St John’s
Gospel, the words we say on Christmas Day: ¢@ ap&n nv o Aoyos — In the beginning
was the Word. The Word here — the Logos — means the reasonable power. So the
Gospel begins by putting reason at the heart of everything. St John hammers this truth
in words of one syllable into our thick heads, and then he repeats his message in case
we are still too stupid to understand: A// things were made by him and without him
was not anything made that was made

So it is the reasonable Word of God which is the heart of the truth about God and
about the universe. St John goes on to make the astonishing statement 7he Logos, the
Word, was made flesh. The creative rationality of God himself dwelt among us and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth. Jesus was God’s divine rationality on earth. And this is the same Jesus who says
I am the way, the truth and the life. Jesus, God incarnate, is the truth — the eternal
truth. This is the everlasting Covenant between God and humankind in which God
declares that he is reasonable and faithful. We can trust him. God does not lie to us. I



will go further and say that God cannot lie to us — not because he is bound by some
external constraint, but by his own nature — to be ever reasonable and true.

So now let me turn away from irrational Islamic terrorism and consider the other
problem by which we are gripped: secularisation. This appears to be quite different.
Secularists, atheists, claim above all to be reasonable, to be basing their ideas on
rationality. Some secularists are militant, and in the cases of Richard Dawkins,
Christopher Hitchens and Philip Pullman, you might even say malignant. Others are
liberal freethinking secularists. And, while they do not themselves believe in God,
they are actually kind enough to allow you and me to believe in God if we wish.

But these liberal secularists say that believing in God is a matter of personal opinion.
You are free to make up your own mind. God is like cans of beans: some choose this
brand, some another brand; others don’t like beans at all. In other words, like
Christians, secularists believe in reason. But in their view reason, rationality, starts in
the individual human mind and its cogitations: ultimately in Cogito ergo sum — I
think, therefore I am. For the atheist also reason is at the centre, but its origin is not
located in the divine being, but in the individual consciousness. Every atheist, you
might say, is his own god.

This kind of rationality is fundamentally irrational because it is both meaningless and
implausible. Think about it. / think, therefore I am is not a genuine proposition of
thought. It purports to prove the existence of an /; but it assumes already the existence
of this / when it says [ think.

And what is this / supposed to be anyhow? When you look at it — when you look into
your own being — what do you find there? Only an ever-changing flux of thoughts,
impressions, ideas and sensations. It is one of the great moments of outrageousness in
the history of philosophy, I think, therefore I am — Descartes and all the atheists and
secularists think that their own individual existence is more certain than God’s
existence. How’s that for hubris? How’s that for the sin of pride? How’s that for
nonsense?

And secular rationality is implausible. Reason is the principle of order. But atheists
believe the wonderful order of the human mind arose out of the chaos of inanimate
matter. Atheists say you can’t prove the existence of God. I answer, I don’t have to. 1
know that my mind and my whole being is created by and derived from the being of
God. But let me ask the atheists a question: What reason do you have for believing
that the ordered mind arose by accident out of stuff that is not mind and not orderly?
Can you prove that? And of course, they cannot.

Atheism is not even new. It is usually said to have arisen three or four hundred years
ago at the Enlightenment. But you find practical atheism in the Bible where it is put
down and ridiculed by the Psalmist and the prophets. Psalm 14 begins: The fool hath
said in his heart, there is no God. Jeremiah the prophet mocks the atheists of his day
by his analogy of the potter and the clay: Does the clay imagine it made the potter?

The idea that the ordered universe — which can be described in the precise terms of
mathematics — arose by chance out of nothing, disorder and chaos is so implausible
that we can afford to discard it completely. As the physicist Fred Hoyle said: 7o



believe that the universe began by accident is as if you should believe that a wind
blew through a scrapyard and left behind a perfectly formed Jumbo jet

So we have these two enemies of truth, and if of truth, then of life itself. We have a
murderous fundamentalism which preaches God without reason. And we have a crass
and implausible secular atheism which preaches reason without God.

When I say that the only defence against these two forms of destructiveness is to
return to the Christian faith, I do not mean to indicate some Patience Strong type of
sentimental piety or the mind, body and spirit shelf in Waterstones. | mean a return to
the Logos theology of St John’s Gospel: in the beginning was the Word, the divine
reason.

There are two kinds of viciousness: if you try to have God without reason, you end up
with suicide bombers and the arbitrariness and cruelty of Sharia Law; if you try to
have reason without God, you end up with abortion as a means of contraception, the
abandonment of the moral code and its replacement by an amoral permissive
individualism. We see the results all around — the collapse of civilised society.

So you see, what happens to a people, a whole society, depends on its core beliefs, its
metaphysics. Our core beliefs are derived from the being of God who revealed
himself to Moses out of the burning bush as 7 am. The same God who appeared as the
Logos — the divine reason in human form — in Jesus Christ.

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness,
and the darkness comprehended it not




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


